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PHS Pauses Use of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine  
  

Today, the CDC and FDA announced a pause on the use of Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) 
vaccine. Nebraska DHHS will follow this recommendation and issued a pause on use of Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine across the state. PHS is aware of this action and has paused the use of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine in our district. PHS will closely follow all investigation and information provided on the safety of 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine and will, as always, follow the recommendation of the CDC moving forward.   
 
Vaccine safety is closely monitored by healthcare providers and local, state, and federal partners. While only 

six instances of this severe clotting event have been identified among approximately 6.8 million who have 

received the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen vaccine across the US, the pause is a transparent and deliberate 

decision to allow time for a thorough review and investigation. Currently, these adverse events appear to be 

extremely rare.  

 
PHS has used Moderna vaccine for the vast majority of vaccinations given within our five counties. The 
pause of Johnson & Johnson vaccine will have no effect on upcoming community clinics. We only offer 
Moderna vaccine at these clinics and will continue to do so.   
 
Individuals who have received the Johnson and Johnson /Janssen vaccine and who develop the following 
symptoms WITHIN THREE (3) WEEKS of administration should immediately contact their health care 
provider:  

• Severe headache  
• Abdominal pain  
• Leg pain  
• Shortness of breath  

 
For more information, we encourage you to review the Joint CDC and FDA Statement on Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine at: https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/joint-cdc-and-fda-
statement-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine 
 
To view a live press conference regarding the CDC and FDA announcement, please find a recording here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ELXnGYgsJY 
 

 

-end- 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/joint-cdc-and-fda-statement-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/joint-cdc-and-fda-statement-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ELXnGYgsJY

